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Introduction
In the summer of 1999, the Byrrhidae specialist Andreas Pütz (Eisenhüttenstadt, Germany) collected several Dytiscidae during a three-week collecting trip to the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. Some years later he asked me to determine his material and I was quite surprised to find four specimens of Agabus Leach, 1817 with rather conspicuous external characters. It was difficult to assign the new taxon to one of the known species-groups, but I believe I have found a satisfactory solution, the new species belongs to the confinis-group of the subgenus Acatodes Thomson, 1859. This species-group has a Holarctic-Afrotropical distribution and includes, with the new species, 36 species which occur in the following zoogeographical regions: Guignot, 1957 . I want to emphasise that the aim of this work is not a revision of the confinis-group, this has been done by Nilsson (1990) for the Palearctic species, and later by Larson (1991) for the Nearctic fauna. In addition it must be mentioned that my conclusions on the new species belonging to the confinis-group of Acatodes are based on its similarity with other members of the group, not a phylogenetic analysis.
Material and methods
The holotype and a female paratype of the new species are stored in the personal collection of the collector A. Pütz (CPE; to be deposited in the SDEI [= Senckenberg Deutsches Entomologisches Institut], Müncheberg, Germany).
